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This winler feeding station for bighom sheep is op 1 by the Washi Depat-
menl.url'Wlldhfcmpubhc]andmmgndbyﬂwSuﬂxmeachmo{meCnivdlszxmal
Forcat (USD.A. Forest Servicc) at the south end of Sullivan Lake near Noisy Creek in Pend
Ohreilte County.

You are wekome to visit the sibe to view [he sheep, but your visit will be more
enpyﬂemisi«xfyuurﬂdﬂusmﬁurmmﬁtu
Counditions

The sheep ave usually o site after the fzeding peogram iregire in earty December wd
w=ually remain in the aroa ontil the feeding ends in late February . There sno goarmites that yoo
will see the amimals, however, extended periods of very cold weather are the best times o Jook.
forr them at the: fecders. This is a season of heavy snow, iz, and very cold temperanres in the

Sullivan Lake area. County moad

siudy has already resulted in and the new herd provides additinnal
Ium'planmlgandvmwmgummmhns.
Snmofﬂmshequlﬂmfmdshlmmhwdmﬁmauﬂﬂnhnw]ﬁgcgamd
2 WSU is put ino practice — they arc lested for vam t itc lovels are
H ] and medication is added so their food = led. The 'mlagged‘ 1
0 help d listribwtion, age, reproduction and mortality rates.
Feeding

These sheepcouldda quite well hless artificial feed, butthe exira feed keeps them
ava:ldie[nnuppmgneedsm ewing enjoy Haym dly available at all times, at a rate
ofabont 12 tales a week. A fexxd concentrate in pellet form is aleo supplicd once a week, The sheep
conswme the weekly ration of about 1,200 pounds of pellets in just a few days, so don't be con-
cerned if you find the pellet Feeders

crews plow the mad into a limited
parking arca near the site when their
busy scheduie pexmitz, but -
plowed srow and ice are common.
No public vehicles are allowed right
at the feed station, 5o you must walk
144 mile from the parking arca to sce
the sheep. This walk is s]llq:lnl.lon
pact snow that is icy.
50 Warm, traction boots are impor-
tant. The hike upwill warm you, bat
once al the feed sration you'll want
warm clothes to avoid chilling while
quietly waiching the sheep.
Remember that thesc
<quite tame, and can be approached
rather closely, but sudden move-
ments, lowd neises, dogs or playing
children will frighten them out of
view or could result in 2 sheep jur-
ing aperson. Please iry to view them
with minimal dishxtbance so the

TO METALINE

enmpty. Care must be lzken to not

TO METALINE FALLS over-feed with this high-protein

Haill Mountain concenirate,
Suliivan Lake As the weather warms in Febru-
. ary, the feed ration i3 cuf to cncour-
#Feed Station _ " age Lhe shecp lo bogin the Inmsilion
F . back to natural forage. The sheep
‘Yuciate Moy Creek spendless and less time atthe feeder

each day. Depending on the
wealher, they may leave the area en-
tirely by carly March.
Life History

Rocky Mauntain Bighom sheep
are the larges1 sheep i Noath Amec-
¥a. Rams reach over 300 pounds.
Hamns of old rams weigh up to 30
pounds. Rams [ive about 12 years,
ewes sliphtly konger.

Rams ofien Lght by

clashing homs in the fall or winter o
deturmine or mamtain dominance
aberd. Breeding is in November,
Lambs arc born on the steep face of

Nolsy Creek Campgroend

Hall Mountsin, above Sultivan Lake, in May. Most sheep move northeast co Crowell Ridge md
travel 25 far a3 Canada for summer range, Although most sheep retun 10 the feeder each winter,

shvep are less stressed and so thar {MNot to scale)
others can enjoy them,
History and Management
Rocky Mountain bighom sheep {Ovis canadensis canadensis) e believed 1o have
been in this areamii] abouwt 1900 when varegulated market Iont di limimuted the herd a few have remamed in Canada.
In 1972 the Washi D £ Wikdlifered "ISRW in bigh Directions to Feed Station

here, WlelMNmMmMCMumofmmgom&m
wide cffort o re-establish the animals on 1heir native vange, The depaiment now mansges this
hﬂdofabumﬂ]mma]sasawmeofu'ansplamswodwrm,betm 1977 mmd 1986, for
example, about 40 sheep were transplanted to the Blue M of sooth Washing
Abowt a dozen amimals have also been moved 1o pastores & Washinglon Stale
Ummmtywlmmwildhfed:mspecnhslscmsnndylhmmredesdy Wild sheep are very
sutceptible ko o » i 5o [his wark may be important beyond thiz kerd. The

The feed sasion is about 89 miles nortkeast of Spokame. Follow Highway 20 novth
Jrom Newport or east from Colville to Highway 11 and the vicinity of Isne. fostsouth of Tone,
cross the bridpe aver the Pend Oreilie River to the eost an continge up the hilf on the Sullivan
Lake Road aboos eight miles. Turn off Io th east on the Noisy Creek campground road near the
south end ofthe lake. Yor can uxually perk in the area near the civsed gale across the road that
leads to the feed starian. Please iry fo leave roon: for ather vehicles fo pess or for official ve-
hirles to get into the feed statiosn.



